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Meeting: Sponsored by Hyatt Place Bir-
mingham/Downtown will take place on 
November 19th from 11:30am-1:00pm at 
the historic Alabama Theatre.  The theme 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ϧ !ƴπ
swers, featuring a visit by the Q & A Cab 
and live performances by the Red Moun-
tain Theatre Co. In addition, 50 gift certifi-
cates for free one-night room stays with 
complimentary hot breakfast will be given 
away by Hyatt Place Birmingham/
Downtown. 
 

New Leadership at City Hall: ONB has en-
joyed a longstanding professional relation-
ship with Interim Mayor 
Smitherman and looks for-
ward to continuing to work 
closely with her and the 
City Council, to move for-
ward with the implementa-
tion of the City Center Mas-
ter Plan. 
 

The Marriott Residence 
Inn Now Open: Located at 
the corner of 8th Ct S and 
20th St., the project is the 
first branded, extended-
stay hotel in the City Cen-
ter.  The approximately $25 
million project was made 
possible in part, by a by the 

ONB assisted the project by working to 
accommodate its parking needs and assist-
ing with its groundbreaking promotion.  
 

Dec Breakfast Briefing: Big Time Sporting 
Events - What They Mean to Birmingham, 
is the topic of the ONB Breakfast Briefing 
on December 10th. Speakers include Pa-
pajohns.com Bowl Executive Director 
Mark Meadows and Bruno Event Team 
CEO & President Gene Hallman. The two 
will discuss the economic impact major 
sporting events such as the Papa-
johns.com Bowl and Davis Cup have on 
our economy. RSVP at 
www.yourcitycenter.com 
 

Famous Theatre Renovation Complete: 
Attorney and architect Nolanda Bearden 
has moved into the newly renovated Fa-
mous Theatre building at 1721 4th Ave N. 
Family quarters are on the top floor of the 
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Marriott Residence Inn in Midtown is now open.  



two-story building while the bottom floor 
Ƙŀǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ bI.Σ .ŜŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛπ
tectural firm. There is also additional of-
fice and residential space for lease. The 
project is an important component in the 
ongoing revitalization of the Historic 4th 
Ave Business District.  
 

Garden Shop Opens in Pepper Place: 
Charlie Thigpen, a licensed horticulturist 
and former garden editor and landscape 
director at Southern Living has opened 
¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘƴŜǊΩǎ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƛƴ tŜǇǇŜǊ tƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
establishment specializes in creating con-
tainer gardening, hosts Planting Parties 
and designing small, herbal remedy and 
kitchen gardens, all of which are great for 
condo and apartment dwellers.  
 

¦!.Ωǎ wŜŎƻǊŘ 9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘΥ UAB has en-
rolled the largest number of students in its 
40-year history. The school now boasts a 
total enrollment of over 18,000, including 
a freshman class of more than 1,500.  
Over 2000 students now live on campus, 
about 12% of the entire student body. 
 

New Headquarters for Alabama Power 
Credit Union: Ground has been broken on 
a new three-story, $11 million headquar-
ters at 7th Ave N.  APCO traded its existing 
building and land to the City of Birming-
ham for the vacant lot on which it will 
build in the same block and will lease its 
current facility from the City until 
it moves. 
 

Barber Giving Away Property: Developer 
George Barber is offering to give away a 
parcel of land his company owns at the 

corner of 2nd Ave N and Richard Arring-
ton Jr Blvd. The property will be given to 
άŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ 
area, constructs a building, and operates a 
new, relocated or expanded business on 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦέ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴ 
within 60 days of conveyance of the prop-
ŜǊǘȅΦ ±ƛǎƛǘ .ŀǊōŜǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
www.barbercompanies.com and click on 
News for complete details. 
 

Council Votes to Close Club Zen: The Bir-
mingham City Council has voted unani-
mously to revoke the business license of 
Club Zen on Morris Ave. The club remains 
ƻǇŜƴ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ǊǳƭƛƴƎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
downtown residents, property owners 
and businesses were (and are) united in 
their opposition to the club which had a 
license that allowed it to stay open 24 
hours a day. Opponents cited noise and 
safety issues among their chief complaints 
Both ONB and CAP support closing 
 the club. 
 

BCRI Recognized: The Birmingham Civil 
Rights Institute (BCRI) has been named 
2009 Attraction of the Year by the Ala-
bama Tourism Department.  Criteria for 
the Attraction of the Year award include 
outstanding economic impact statistics, 
quality and effectiveness of marketing 
efforts, additions and/or improvements 
designed to increase appeal to tourists, 
increased attendance and the enhance-
ment of local, regional or state image as a 
tourist destination. The Attraction of the 
Year Award is among 13 for 2009 that 
comprise the Alabama Tourism Awards. 
 

¢ŀǊǾŜǊΩǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ рǘƘ 
Anniversary: When Tony 
and Sharon Tarver 
ƻǇŜƴŜŘ 9ƳŀƴǳŜƭΩǎ .ŀǊπ
bering Salon in the 2200 
block of 2nd Ave N five 
years ago, they were one 
of only a few businesses 
on that street. Their per-
severance has paid off, 
however, and as their 
business has grown, so 
Ƙŀǎ нƴŘ !ǾŜ bΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ 
2nd, Rogue Tavern, the 
Gypsy Market, Charmed 
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Tony (left) and Sharon Tarver (seated) celebrate the 5th Anniversary 

of Emanuelôs Barbering Salon on 2nd Ave N  with their staff 

http://www.barbercompanies.com



