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The Pizitz Build-

ing will be reno-

vated as office 

space for the 

Baker, Donelson 

law firm and will 

include a 7,000 

square foot  gro-

cery store and 

café on the 

ground level.  

the area between 1st Ave S 

and Messer-Airport Hwy and 

32nd - 35th Streets N the Sloss 

Business Park with new sign-

age, lighting and landscaping. 

Weôll also receive an updates 

on the new visitor center 

planned for Sloss and  devel-

opments at nearby Pepper 

Place.   

Railroad Park Moves To-

ward Completion: Trees 

have been planted and con-

struction continues apace on 

the Railroad Reservation 

Park. Weather has pushed 

Pizitz Building Renovation 

Gets Underway: Bayer Prop-

erties has announced plans for 

a $60 million renovation of 

the historic Pizitz Building, 

across the street from 

McWane Science Center. The 

law firm of Baker Donelson 

will anchor the development 

and Bayer will also relocate 

its headquarters to the build-

ing. In addition, Bayer will 

dedicate 23,000 sq/ft to street 

level restaurant and retail 

space, including a grocery 

store with café. Construc-

tion is expected to get un-

derway this summer and 

will take about two years to 

complete. 

ONB Breakfast Briefing: 

Railroad Park, when com-

pleted, could extend as far 

east as Sloss Furnaces, pro-

viding a link between down-

town, Sloss Furnaces Historic 

Landmark and several major 

companies located at the en-

trance to Sloss. Join us as we 

learn about plans to designate 

http://www.bayerproperties.com/properties-pizitz-building.html
http://www.bayerproperties.com/properties-pizitz-building.html


the timetable back a bit, but representatives 

of the Railroad Park Foundation expect the 

park to be completed early this summer. 

Look for a series of grand opening events 

beginning in July and August. Visit 

www.rairoadpark.org for  updates and up-

dated webcam photos of the project. 

Designing the Railroad Park Area: Now 

that construction on the Railroad Park is 

nearly finished, ONB has turned its atten-

tion to the properties along 1st Ave S fac-

ing the park. A working group convened 

last October included architects, property 

owners, developers and planners from the 

City, UAB and ONB developed a series of 

design guidelines for the properties. 

A Look Into The Future of the Park:  

Several local architectural firms have cre-

ated conceptual drawings and site plans to 

show what buildings adjacent to the Rail-

road Reservation might look like with the 

design guidelines adopted by the Railroad 

Park Working Group applied. Thanks to 

Sims Architectural Studio; Cohen, Carnag-

gio, Reynolds; Williams Blackstock Archi-

tects; Erdreich Architecture; TRO Jung 

Brannon and The Garrison Barrett Group 

for donating their time and talent. Click 

here to view the entire portfolio of draw-

ings and site plans on the ONB website at 

ww.yourcitycenter.com 

Women & Infants Center Now Open: 

UAB President and ONB Chair Dr Carol 

Garrison was among the dignitaries who 

cut the ribbon recently to officially open 

the new Women & Infants Center at UAB. 

The state-of-the-art facility delivers 

ñnormalò and high risk obstetric and gyne-

cological care and includes a regional neo-

natal intensive care unit and facilities for 

treating womenôs cancers.   

Downtown Doggie Day Care: Jimmy and 

Sue Johnson have purchased the former 

Hunter Furniture Building at 112 18th St 

N., for their new business, Dog Days of 

Birmingham, a ñdoggie day care.ò An 

ONB survey of loft residents found 60% 

of those living downtown own dogs, indi-

cating a significant market for the canine 

care service. ONB is also assisting the 

couple with an application for a City of 

Birmingham Economic Stimulus Loan. 

14th Street Project Well Underway: Con-

struction on the $1.3 million streetscape 

improvement project on this critical corri-

dor connecting the Social Security Ad-

ministration building with University Blvd 

is well underway. New sidewalks with 

attractive landscaping and lighting will 

make this area safer and easier to traverse 

for both motorists and pedestrians. 

Melaver Corp: Has listed its property at 

5th Ave N and 18th St for sale at $1.15 

million. The ½ block parcel includes the 

two historic former Federal Reserve Build-

ings with a combined square footage of 

61,552 and a  21,554 sq/ft basement.  In 

addition, a 30,000 sq/ft of income produc-

ing parking lot on the corner of 4th Ave N 

and 18th St is for sale, also at $1.15 mil-

lion. All three properties may be             
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This conceptual drawing by Sims Architectural Services shows what development  

across from the Railroad Park could look like.  




